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Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Christopher S. Chow on 3/7/2006. 

1 . (Currently amended): A method for providing transitions between 
operating modes of a device, wherein the operating modes comprise a privileged mode 
and a non-privileged mode, and the method comprising: 

executing an application in the non-privileged mode; 

generating an interrupt to request the services of a privileged function; and 

transitioning to the privileged mode to execute the privileged function;[[,]] 

wherein 

said step of transitioning does not create or schedule a new task. 

said step of transitioning comprises switching to a privileged mode stack. 

and 

the privileged function is executed as part of the same thread of execution 
as the application. 

2. (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the interrupt is a software 
interrupt. 

3. (Original): The method of claim 1 , further comprising validating that the 
privileged function is a trusted function. 

4. (Original): The method of claim 1 , further comprising validating that the 
execution of the privileged function will not exceed access rights associated with the 
application. 
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5. (Original): The method of claim 1 , further comprising transitioning to the 
non-privileged mode to execute the application when the execution of the privileged 
function is completed. 

6. (Currently amended): A method for providing transitions between 
operating modes of a device, wherein the operating modes comprise a privileged mode 
and a non-privileged mode, and the method comprising: 

executing an application in the non-privileged mode; 

generating an interrupt to request the services of a privileged function; and 

transitioning to the privileged mode to execute the privileged function, wherein 
said transitioning does not create or schedule a new task and comprises: 

switching to a privileged mode stack; and 

the privileged function is executed as part of the same thread of execution 
as the application. 

7. (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the device is a wireless 
device. 

8. (Currently amended): An apparatus Apparatus for providing 
transitions between operating modes of a device, wherein the operating modes 
comprise a privileged mode and a non-privileged mode, the apparatus comprising: 

a processing logic that operates to execute an application in the non-privileged 

mode; 
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a interrupt logic that operates to receive an interrupt that requests the services of 
a privileged function; and 

a transition logic that operates to transition to the privileged mode to execute the 
privileged function;[[,]] 

wherein 

said transition to the privileged mode does not create or schedule a new 

task, 

said transition to the privileged mode comprises switching to a privileged 
mode stack, and 

the privileged function is executed as part of the same execution thread as 
the application. 

9. (Original): The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the interrupt is a software 
interrupt. 

10. (Original): The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising validation logic 
that operates to validate that the privileged function is a trusted function. 

1 1 . (Original): The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising validation logic 
that operates to validate that the execution of the privileged function will not exceed 
access rights associated with the application. 

12. (Original): The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the device is a wireless 

device. 

1 3. (Currently amended): An apparatus Apparatus for providing 
transitions between operating modes of a device, wherein the operating modes 
comprise a privileged mode and a non-privileged mode, the apparatus comprising: 
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a means for executing an application in the non-privileged mode; 

a means for receiving an interrupt that requests the services of a privileged 
function; and 

a means for transitioning to the privileged mode to execute the privileged 
function^,]] 

wherein 

said transition to the privileged mode comprises switching to a privileged 
mode stack, 

said transition to the privileged mode does not create or schedule a new 
task, and 

the privileged function is executed as part of the same execution thread as 
the application. 

14. (Original): The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the interrupt is a 
software interrupt. 

1 5. (Original): The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising means for 
validating that the privileged function is a trusted function. 

1 6. (Original): The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising means for 
validating that the execution of the privileged function will not exceed access rights 
associated with the application. 

1 7. (Original): The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein the device is a wireless 

device. 

1 8. (Currently amended): A computer-readable media tangibly storing a 
sequence of instructions, which when executed by a processor in a device, operate to 
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cause a computer to provide transitions between operating modes of the device, 
wherein the operating modes comprise a non privileged mode and a privileged mode, 
and the sequence of instruction comprising: 

instructions for executing an application in the non-privileged mode; 

instructions for generating an interrupt to request the services of a privileged 
function; and 

instructions for transitioning to the privileged mode to execute the privileged 
function;[[,]] 

wherein 

said transition to the privileged mode comprises switching to a privileged 
mode stack. 

said transition to the privileged mode does not create or schedule a new 
task, and 

the privileged function is executed as part of the same thread of execution 
as the application. 

19. (Original): The computer-readable media of claim 18, wherein the 
interrupt is a software interrupt. 

20. (Original): The computer-readable media of claim 1 8, further 
comprising instructions for validating that the privileged function is a trusted function. 

21. (Original): The computer-readable media of claim 18, further 
comprising instructions for validating that the execution of the privileged function will not 
exceed access rights associated with the application. 
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22. (Original): The computer-readable media of claim 18, further 
comprising instructions for transitioning to the non-privileged mode to execute the 
application when the execution of the privileged function is completed. 

23. (Canceled): 

24. (Previously presented): The computer-readable media of claim 18, 
wherein the device is a wireless device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to William M. 
Treat at telephone number (571 ) 272-4175. The examiner works at home on 
Wednesdays but may normally be reached on Wednesdays by leaving a voice message 
using his office phone number. The examiner also works a flexible schedule but may 
normally be reached in the afternoon and evening on three of the four remaining 
weekdays. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 





